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“Fixed” route*–trolley 
(overhead wire)

# Line width and # indicates 
buses per hour (includes 
both directions) during PM 
peak (5-6pm)

Potential future conditions

Pedestrian improvements
Bicycle improvements

MAJOR SCENARIO FEATURES

NE 43rd St improved for 
people walking and biking

Drop-off/pick-up included in 
Brooklyn Green Street design

Buses and autos on the Ave 
similar to current conditions

Brooklyn Green Street 
design for bicycle facilities 
unaffected

Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
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SCENARIO 1: 
Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on The Ave)
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Potential future conditions

Pedestrian improvements
Bicycle improvements

MAJOR SCENARIO FEATURES
Any changes to design of 
Brooklyn Ave NE would need 
funding and cause additional 
construction impacts

Pedestrian/bicycle mall

“Flexible” buses, including 
route 31/32/75 in this 
scenario, use Brooklyn Ave 
NE to gain a direct transfer at 
the station

Options for improving the 
Ave for people walking 
and biking

Green street, but less 
focused on biking

Scenario 2: The Ave for Pedestrians (Buses on Brooklyn)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Potential future conditions

Pedestrian improvements
Bicycle improvements

MAJOR SCENARIO FEATURES

Transit/pedestrian/bicycle 
street with direct transfers 
at station

The north and west-bound 
RapidRide Market (44), 
RapidRide 23rd (48), and 49 
buses, plus the “flexible” 
routes on 15th (43, 70), turn 
westbound onto NE 43rd St 
for a direct transfer. 

Brooklyn Green Street 
remains unaffected

Options for the Ave buses:
• Remain on the Ave
• Shift to 15th Ave NE
• Go west on 43rd from 

either the Ave or 15th to 
get direct transfer at station 
(and may require the transit 
mall to accommodate 
two-way bus traffic)

Scenario 3: Transit Street (Buses on the Ave/43rd/12th)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.

SCENARIO 2: 
The Ave for Pedestrians (Buses on Brooklyn)

SCENARIO 3: 
Transit Street (Buses on The Ave/43rd/12th)

udistrictmobility.org
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NE 43rd St improved for 
people walking and biking

Drop-off/pick-up included in 
Brooklyn Green Street design

Buses and autos on the Ave 
similar to current conditions

Brooklyn Green Street 
design for bicycle facilities 
unaffected

Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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MAJOR SCENARIO FEATURES
Any changes to design of 
Brooklyn Ave NE would need 
funding and cause additional 
construction impacts

Pedestrian/bicycle mall

“Flexible” buses, including 
route 31/32/75 in this 
scenario, use Brooklyn Ave 
NE to gain a direct transfer at 
the station

Options for improving the 
Ave for people walking 
and biking

Green street, but less 
focused on biking

Scenario 2: The Ave for Pedestrians (Buses on Brooklyn)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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buses, plus the “flexible” 
routes on 15th (43, 70), turn 
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for a direct transfer. 

Brooklyn Green Street 
remains unaffected

Options for the Ave buses:
• Remain on the Ave
• Shift to 15th Ave NE
• Go west on 43rd from 

either the Ave or 15th to 
get direct transfer at station 
(and may require the transit 
mall to accommodate 
two-way bus traffic)

Scenario 3: Transit Street (Buses on the Ave/43rd/12th)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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NE 43rd St improved for 
people walking and biking

Drop-off/pick-up included in 
Brooklyn Green Street design

Buses and autos on the Ave 
similar to current conditions

Brooklyn Green Street 
design for bicycle facilities 
unaffected

Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Scenario 1: Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on The Ave)
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MAJOR SCENARIO FEATURES
Any changes to design of 
Brooklyn Ave NE would need 
funding and cause additional 
construction impacts

Pedestrian/bicycle mall

“Flexible” buses, including 
route 31/32/75 in this 
scenario, use Brooklyn Ave 
NE to gain a direct transfer at 
the station

Options for improving the 
Ave for people walking 
and biking

Green street, but less 
focused on biking

Scenario 2: The Ave for Pedestrians (Buses on Brooklyn)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Brooklyn Green Street 
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Options for the Ave buses:
• Remain on the Ave
• Shift to 15th Ave NE
• Go west on 43rd from 

either the Ave or 15th to 
get direct transfer at station 
(and may require the transit 
mall to accommodate 
two-way bus traffic)

Scenario 3: Transit Street (Buses on the Ave/43rd/12th)

* “Fixed” is used loosely to indicate routes that do not need a 
direct transfer at the station or already have one at NE 45th St. 
Metro and SDOT are in various planning stages, with much to 
be determined in 2019.

** “Flexible” routes benefit greatly from having a direct 
transfer at the station and are shifted into various 
configurations in these scenarios.
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Current Conditions First Phase Actions Ultimate Pedestrianization

“Pedestrianizing” the Ave was a hugely popular concept, and this long-term strategy shows how it could be accomplished.

NE 43rd St from 15th Ave NE to Brooklyn Ave NE will see dramatic increases in pedestrian volumes between the light rail station, 
The Ave, and the university. Additionally, buses will be routed westbound in the short term. Therefore, a curbless street section is 
recommended that allows for greater pedestrian space and the flexibility to adapt to mode changes over time.

Overview
The U District light rail station will open in 2021 with a projected 24,000 daily riders, and the U District and the 
University of Washington’s (UW’s) populations are growing. Realizing the need for a comprehensive station 
area access and circulation plan, the U District Mobility Group—volunteer residents, small business owners, and 
institution representatives—initiated this study. Leveraging funds from several sources and a Seattle Department of 
Neighborhoods’ Matching Fund grant, the group conducted extensive community engagement and prepared the plan 
to identify the U District community’s vision, goals, and preferences regarding mobility improvements.

Innovation and Prioritizing People
This project was innovative in a few ways: 1) A group of volunteers—not a jurisdiction or agency—sought funding 
and initiated the study, and 2) Agencies with varying timelines and goals collaborated on joint solutions through 
an intensive series of strategy group meetings. These led to lessons on station area design that can be used in 
future station area planning, such as considerations for seamless transfers and swells of pedestrians. The study 
prioritizes people traveling by foot, bike, wheel, and transit and solves complex transit transfer, pedestrian volume, 
public space, and small business challenges.

Existing Challenges, High Volume Areas, and Major Plans Scenario 1:
Brooklyn Green Street (Buses on the Ave)

Scenario 3:
Transit Street (Buses on The Ave/43rd/12th)

Scenario 2:
The Ave for Pedestrians (Buses on Brooklyn)

Empowering Community
The team’s community engagement (with over 2,400 interactions) included robust online “open houses,” pop-up events at local businesses, 
door-to-door small business visits, street fair booth with fun way to “vote” on options, briefings/Q&A at local institutions and community 
groups, community workshops with engaging and informative activities, presentations to Seattle advisory boards, and a joint agency-
community charrette. This led to a groundswell of support for specific pedestrian and transit improvements and a truly co-created plan.


